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stil! to he seen in numbers. They are pass-
ing up the shore, going further north into
the warm water, and probably many of
them are passing over to the Queensland
coast. There thev can be taken with-
out hindranee; certainly they are mot
likely to return to our waters, Tt is
absolute folly for us to allow the
dugong to be taken by somebody else
withont any profit to us, The hawk's hill
turtiv, of course, are there for all time,
though, they nare taken in thouvsands by
sharks, and also hy alligators in the crecks.
Mostly they are taken when young by the
sharks. The proposed company would not
only take the hawk'’s hill turtle and the du-
gong and  the trepang, but also take the
sharks. The company’s operations would
huve a tendeney fo eradieate the sharks
along that coast, thereby affording some pro-
tection to the hawk’s bill turtle and the du-
gong. The Government have been asked to
grant an exclusive license for 14  years,
which term we consider too lengthy., How-
ever, we are prepared to consider a period of
& or 9 vears, in which the company should be
able to get their money back. As regards the
trepang, it is a sea slug which clings to
the rocks at the bottom of the sea, and is of
no use whatever to Europeans, but is worth
ag much as £300 per ton in the TEastern
markets. I have given hon, members all the
information I possess, and, T think, all the
information that is mecessary. As regards
the dugong, we can have only one company
operating, and that company will he closely
watched. Tf in the opinion of the Fisheries
Department the eompany indiseriminately de-
stroy the products, we shall step in under the
ligense and say, ‘“You camnmot do it any
longer.’! The Government.will be able to
cancel the license at any time. Tt is of
course possible that seme other company
might tuke up a strip of 73 miles further
north: but it is very improbalile, sceing that
an expenditure of ut least £30,000 would be
needed. Not many ecompanies would he
found to spend £30,000 in order to eompete
with another company. TFf tlie Biil is passed
we shall have no trouble in getting a eon-
siderable amount of British capital invested
here, and, in addition. we shall have the ad-
vantuge from year to yeav of the rental
under the exclusive lieense, T trust the
House will pass the second reading of the
BilL

Question put and passed.
Rill real a seceond time.

Tn Committee.
My, Stubbs in the Chair, the Colonial Sec-
retary in charge of the Rill
(anse 1—agreed to.
Clause 2=—Amendment of Seetion 30:

Hon. W. C, ANGWIXN: T find that this
elause was inserted on the recommendation
of AMr. Male, a former member for Kimber-
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ley, merely for the purpose of distinguishing
between the food turtle and the shell turtle.

Clouse put and passed.

Cause 3—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without nmendment, and the
repors adopted.

House odjourned at 10.40 p.m.
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QUESTION—WIH AT I'OOL, GOV.

}uR\\ih TR J\']‘h"'l‘l()\h

Hon. J. DUFFPELL asked the Minister for
Edueation: 1, s it the intention of the Gov-
ermment to establish a wheat marketing pool
for the coming harvest? 2, If se, do the
Government propose to take any financial re-
sponsibility in connection with sueh pool? 3,
It the ansver to the latter guestion js in the
aflirmative, will the Government undertake to
obtain the sanction of Parlimnent before in-
curring such respousibility ?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
phied: 1, Yes. 2, The only responsibility
wupon the Government will be in the event of
the final realisations not equalling the initial
advanee on delivery, whiel is intended to be
ds. per bushel, and is considered a safe mar-
gin in view of quotatiens forward. 3, The
sanction of Pwrliament js at present being
songht,
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On ‘motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hen, J. J. Holmes on the ground of
urgent private business.

MOTION—STATE FINANCES,
ECONOALY.
To reduce Puarliomentary Allowances.

Ilon. H. STEWART (Seuth-Last) [4.35]:
I move—

That the finances of the Stater demand
the excreise of the most rigid cconomy in
expenditure as well as cficient and enter-
prising tdministration, and in the opinion
of this Council the Government should legis-
late for some reduction in the Parliament-
ary allowance to impress upon the citizens
of the State the seriousness of the position
and the necessity for their support and co-
operation. :

In moving this motion I propose briefly to
review the seriousness of the financial position
of the State and to give reasous why cconomy
shionld be practised in the administration of
the departments and why this Honse should
give full vousideration to the varions business
departments of the State as sugpested in an
indirect way by Mr. Holmes and Mr. Lynn.
When speaking on the Address-in-reply, Mr.
Lynn said that he hoped the question of
finance would form an important section of
the business of this Chamber during the pre-
sent session. By that, T presnme he inferred
that different members should bring forward
propositions dealing with the different busi-
ness activities of the Government, and not for
members to review a pumber of concerns at
once, as has heen attempted from time to
time when we have dealt with the whele of
the trading coneerns in a few briet remarks.
If hon. members took up individual avenues
of Govermment business, they would be inves-
tigated more tharoughly and by this means
the interest of members gencrally would be
aroused aml we would be able to see what is
the teal position in conncetion with the vari-
oS CONCOrns. From time to time T have
wiven a considerable amgpunt of attention to
these matters and the wnsatisfactory part of
it all is that one’s time is, to a great extent,
wasted Dbeeause, unless members concentrate
upon one section of the business concerns and
debate it thoroughly, we do not get the in-
fyrmation we require until we have nearly
reached the end of the session, when we deal
with purely legisiative matters. When one
takes note of the quarterly ¢ Statistical Ab-
stract,”’ from whieh it is gathered that sinee
101112 taxation has increased from £350,000
to £955.000, it shows that the people have
heen ealled upon to bear n largely increased
measure of taxation. Referenee to the same
table, which appears on page 3 of the ¢ Ab-
atraet,”” shows that of the revenne of the
State, amounting in 1920-21 to £6,789,000,
44 per ceut. of it comes from the railways,

. b 651
tramways, and electric power statiow. In
dealing with the cost of clectricity and of the
administration of the Electricity Department
last night, Mr. Ewing carried out a valuable
piecee of work, mnotwithstanding what our
views may be regarding the appointment of
a Royal Commission as he suggested. Mr.
Sanderson also accomplished a valuable piecee
of work in drawing the attention of members
to the fact that only inseribed stock bears
sinking fund charges, and that somewhere
near ten million pounds is at present floating
and not bearing sinking fund charges. That
being =0, and as the railway requirements
form such a tremendous portion of the ex-
penditure of this State, a comparison with
previous years is of interest. I do not wish
to compare last year’s railway revenue with
the revenne of the previous year, but rather
with the revenue of 1912-13 or that of 1913-
14. During a debate carlier in the session,
when railway matters were being discussed
by Mr. Ewing, I interjccted that there was
a surplus in 1918-14 and the Leader of the
House sail that he thought the surplus was
in 1912-13, 1 find on lgoking into the matter
that in 1912-13 there was a surplus, after
paying interest and working cxpenses, of only
£25,000, whercas in 1913, the year to which
[ referred, it was £128,000.

Hon. J. Duffell: Did that include sinking
fund?

Hon, H. STEWART: No, it did not in-
clude sinking fund beeause that is not &
charge referred to by the Commissioner of
Railways in his report. Sinking fund on
the rallways can very well be lefi to
posterity to hear. It has always Dbeen
considered that the railway revenue should
mect working expenses and maintenance as
well as interest charges. The interest
charges last ycar amounted to £716,000 as
against £557,000 in 1913-14. When I was
speaking upon railway matters recently Mr.
Panton reforred to the fact-that wheat was
being cuarried at a loss. [ do not know
what the position was exactly at that stage,
and I said I intended to look into the mat-
ter. 1 find that Mr, Panton, quite unjustifi-
ably, took as a rate for the cost of the
carriage of wheat the average rate of all
goods, When Mr.. Panton guotes from a
report, he should be careful of the facts
he places hefore us, if he wants this House
to accept his opinions. On the oceasion T
refer to his statements were acecepted on
their fate value by certain hon. members.

Member: You speak for yourself,

Hon. A. H. Panton: At any rate
have not exploded my statements vet.

Hon. M. STEWART: When a member is
comgaring faets, his statements should be
carefully considered and not he sueh ag (
complain of on this occasion, It is a some-
what difficalt matfer to deal with a eompre-
hensive table covering a period of some
vears unless members have the table hefore
them. Careful consideration of the figures
going back to 1912-13 lcads me to the
opinion that the railways are not heing

you
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managed in the way they shouwid be. Tf we
compare the business done, the number of
employees, the train mileage and the rates
in vogue during the year 1913-14, whieh
wiag the veir before the war and hefore the
dronght, with those of last year, we find
interesting facts. For instance in that year
the train milenge run totalled 37,563,000,
wihereas the mileage for last year was
4,918,000, just about 500,000 or GOO,000 less,
This shows that there has not been any
tremendouns alteration in husiness. The total
earnfugs in 1913-14 amounted to £2,237,000
and last year they were £2,720,000. or about
£3500,000 more. T do not propose to go into
the whole of the details at this stage, bat
I want to nse these figures as an illustration
in the hope that if I bring the subject for-
ward for fuller consideration, efforts will be
niade to ascertain whether we are not justi-
fied in concluding that there is something
radieally wrong with the administration of
the railways.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why not petition for a
speetal session?

Hon. U. STEWART: 1utting it rather
haldly the * West Awstralian’® of the 5th
Aupust, quoting from the report of the Comi-
miz<sioner for the quarter endel 30th June,

1421, shows thai the increase in work-
ing costs over fthose of 19§19 was
£844,000. I have looked through the
repert of the Commissioner of Railways

for 1820 in whieh he stares that whereas
before the award of December, 1919, he
anticipated that the new rates would mean
an inerease of £250,000. thev in effect re-
snlted in an increase of £299,000. 'Paking
the fizures given by the Minister as coming
from the Conmmissioner, the expenses during
the June quarter just ended, after alowing
for abnormal conditions and for the pay-
ment of an aecamnlated amount whieh had
to he met, showed an excess of £69,000 over
the corresponding quarter of the previous
vear. Aultiplving that sum by four in
order to get n rough average for the vear

it vepresents ahovt €277.2000 Two main ex.
enees lave beer < dven “or the position of

the railways. One wnas the falling off in
trade. T have a cutting from the report
of the Government Statistician whirh shows
that our exports were greater in 1920 than
in the previous year. TUnfortunately we
huve not yet got the figures for the year
ended the 30th June, 1821, so that we do not
know the latest figures relating to produe-
tion and trade. The other exeuse given for
the position of the rajlways is fhe
arbitration  court pwards. I have heard
the Minister for Railways state that one of
the greatest ddiffieultics in eomnection with the
railwayvs was that there were s0 many differ-
ent classes of lusiness covered hy the rail-
ways, and that under the arhitration court
award in certain instances, unwarranted ex-
pense was tlhus caused.  Roughly speaking
there has heen an extra cost in working of
over £300,000; vet s6 far as T can see the extra
eost from the arbitration eoirt awards was

probably wot more than about £270,000. [t
seems to me that there is a wide diserepaney
here. T have already indicated the diffienlty
of getting evonomiceai working under arbitra-

tion Court awards. This scems to he
te some cxtent the fault of the ad-
winistration, and if  the foult  does
exist, it is up te the Government

to remedy it. 1 may mention a small matter
to illustrate what is happening in many paris
of the State. A pane of glass is broken at
a station, sar at PBroomebhill. A man goes
there from Narrogin or Albany to inspect, A
glazier is then sent wp by frain to take the
measurements and he returns and sends up
another man to put in the pane of glass.
There are cases on record where a small job
which should have been done locally under
some ordinary and simple business arrange-
ment has run into a cost of £10, £15 or £20,
taking into aecount the logs of time in travel-
ling. This is a typieal example of what is
going on in the railways, Tf this is duc to
the arbitration awards stipulating that each
man shall de only his own work—that one man
shall ercet a gate and another shall be sent to
paint it—then T contend that without doing
harm to anvone engaged in industry, a com-
mon sense arrangement could be made to re-
medy this state of affairs. Tf membhers peruse
the tabulated statements presented to the
House for the years 1912 to 1917, and on-
wards, and review the position of the train
mileage. the business and the work, they will
find there is a leakage which requires some
zood administrator to deal with it. To con-
nection with mines and other business it is
always the man at the top who is responsible.
I have known instances where the. working
costs of mines have been doubled because of
the lack of grip, administrative ability and
managerial control. From a perusal of these
tubles in general T am forced to the coneln-
sion that it is neeessary for those mn control
of the railways to get some new outlook and
to bring managerial ability to bear so that
the railways may be dealt with in a business-
like way.

Member: Whom do you sngpest is at fault?

Hon. H, STEWART: The liead is always at
fanlt. Tt does not matter how able a man
might be in general capaceity, if he caunot put
his finger on the wenkness, someone clse has to
take his job. T do not helieve in the proposi-
tion of the Leader of the Heuse that there
should be {hree Commissioners, nor do T agree
with him in blaming this House for the pre-
sent position becanse we objeeted to the ap-
pointment of three Commisioners. Fancy three
Commissioners for o business with a total turn-
over of only two millions, and onc¢ in which
the work is so scattered! Soon after T was
returned to Parliament, T tried to get returng
hearing on the Josses sustained hy the rail-
ways which would have been valuable to thosa
respongible for the administration of the rail-
wavs and to members congidering the posi-
tion. Returns have heen moved for in an-
other place to show the relative remunerative.
ness of the metropolitan and eountry traffic,



but they have not been made available, Now
I fiud that the Commissioner in his latest re-
port does not give the details with regard to
distriet and isolated railways as be used to
do. On page 13 of the report the Commis-
sioner states that this practice has been aban-
doned as the returns can be given approxi-
mately if wanted. Yet if we ask for such
returns, we are told that the cost of preparing
them is not justified. Most mining companics
in Australia, particularly the big ones and all
the mining companies in the Trausvaal segre-
gate their costs in order to find out their in-
cidence in relation to work, and thus they are
able to determine how to effect cconomies.
The question arises whether the many and
voluminous returns attached to the Commis-
siener’s annual report ave of the best type to
demonstriate how the working of the railways
may be more efTectively economised. The
tramways of Perth are equally eulpable, The
reason we should be concerned in particular
about the tramways is that they econtribute
nothing in the way of actual production to the
country ttself. They are what might be termed
a convenience for the comfort of the people in
the metrepolitan area. In 1818 T directed the
attention of the Minister to the fact that tha
number of persons employed in the tramways
had increnserd in four vears by 23 per cent.,
while the net profits after paying working ex-
penses and interest had deecreased hy 77 per
cent. T commented on that oceasion that if
the management continued on similar lines,
the profit would disappear altogether, Tn 1914,
instead of a profif, the Perth tramways showed
a deficit of £4,900. In 1920 there was a pro-
fit of £10,000, but last vear theve was a de-
ficit ngain of £3,334. Now it is proposed to
extend the tramway system. Tnstead of ex-
tending the system which will do nothing to
increase the tinflic on the railways but prob-
ably will compete with them, the Government
might acquire some of the land along the rail-
way to Midland Junetion or along other lines
and put in sidings. Then they would provide
cheap land for people to build on and wonld
get traffic for the railways. Mr. Ewing in
dealing with the eleetricity supply yesterday,
referred to the agreement with the Perth City
Conneil. Tast vear the Government lost
£11,500 in supplying power to the Perth City
Couneil at the price stipulated. Ou the figures
published for the last four vears, T have com-
puted that the loss to the Government in
this counection has been about £40,000,
There is another point in the tables from
which Mr. Ewing quoted yesterday, Tt is
astonishing to find that the alternating
current bulk supplies, apart from those
furnished to the tramways and the Perth
City Couneil, have been furnished to other
customers at u loss. The total ecost per
unit produced in 1918 was 1.12d4., and the
selling price was 915d. There was a similar
less on this account during 1919; and in
1920 the total cost per unit was 1.89d., an
infinitesimal profit per unit being made oun
the salea to the tramways and to the
alternating eurrent bulk customers.

[7 SEPTEMBER, 1921.]

633

Hon, R, J, Lynn: If the Government had
not sold those bulk supplies, the geueral loss
would have heen greater.

Hon. H. STEWART: Yes, hecuuse of the
overhead charges. Tor the last year the
total cost per unit has beea 1.08d., and the
selling price for alternating eurrent bulk
was 991d. The posirion in connection with
cleetricity supply is something like that of
the Wyndham Meat Works: if the works
are not run, there js a loss; and if they are
run, there is & loss ulso. The matter is one
we have to consider very seriously.

Hon, Sir Bdward Wittenoom: What do
You suggest doing?

Hon. M, STEWART: My personal opinion
is that the Government should be limited to
the earrying on of such enterprises, apart
from speeial utilities, as eannot well and
cfficiently he handled, firstly by private
enterprise, and sceondly by municipal enter-

prise. In the present condition of Western
Australia, with so much terrvitory to de-
velop, and with our  opportunities and

ciparity so limited, we showld bhe very eare-
ful how we spend money in other direct-
tions. That is why | regard it as inadvis-
able to build a tramwuy extension just now,

Hon, J. Duffell: And yet vou advocate
that the State should find money to guar-

cautee the farmer avninst loss enr his wheat.

- Hon. H. STEWART: I huve never adve-
cated anvthing of the kind. If the figuves
were examined, it would De seen that the
revenue from our lands has been much
greater  than  any  cxpenditure on  the
development of agricaltare and the foster-
ing of farming in particular. We should
carefully eonsider the various nvenues of
State expenditure, and endeavour to ascer-
tain what is wrong and how to remedy it.
T dare say my attitude of to-duy will have
the approval-of My, Lwnn; though not of
many other members, Mr. Lynn has stressed
the desirability of dealing with some of
the matters to which T have referred. The
report and bhalance sheet of the State Im-
plement Works have heen (o me rather
Peasing. No doubt if an hon. member
tabled a motion on this subjeet, we shonld
be able to get full and detailed information
regarding the operations of the State Im-
plement Works., According to the bhalance
sheet, the accomulated loss on those worlks
amounts to £2,995, The report states that
last vear’s turnover was £12:4,000, of which
£38,000 vepresented engineering, and £64,000
manufuctiere of agricultural machinery and
spare parts. Before it is asserted that the
loss on the works is to he blamed on the
agriculturnl industry, we should be in a
position to state lhow much of the loss has

“arisen from the engineering side and how

much from the agrieultural implement side.
However. let me point out to those hon.
members who criticise adversely any ex-
penditure outside the congested arcas, that
here we have, at worst, an accumulated
loss of about £3,000 on the State Tmplement
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Works, while the trams have produced a
loss of £9,000 in a single year.

ITon. R. .J. Lynn: What became of the
£120,000 of capital written off by the State
Implement Works?

Hon, H, STEWART? These interjectious
are causing ¢ to take a little longer than
1 had intended over this motion. If Mr,
Liyam will read the report of the Sfate Im-
plement Works, he will learn that the Min-
ister eontrolling them, who prides himself
on being a business administrator, weng
over the works immediately after taking
charge of them, viewed the assets, and
arrived at the conelusion that the wvaluwe
wag not there, that the assets did not repre-
sent the capital.  Accordingly he wrote
down the capital, as can be seen on refer-
cnce to the suspense account. 1  have
roughly indicated my belief that a general
examination and veview of the railway
tables shows that the position of the Rail-
way Department is such as to prove that
there is something wrong with our railway
administration. Steps should be taken to
alier the position. One of the reasons given
for the unsatisfactory position of railway
finances is the falling off in trade. The
latest figures avaiiable from the Govern-
ment Statistician in  this connection are
those for 1919-20, and these are of special
value because the railway position has been
petting worse from year to year. I cannot
deal with the year just expired, and there-
fore I think it fair to adduce the figures of
the preeeding two years. In 1918-19 our
imports were £8,023,000, and in 1919-20
they were £12,368,000.

Hon, J. Dnffell: Practically a 50 per cent.
increase.

Hon. H. STEWART: Yes. For 1918-19
our exports were £10,022,000, and for 1919-
20 they were £16,068,000—another large in-

crease, And yet during the year 1919-20
the position of the railways was much
worse than in the preceding year, The

figures for the year ended on the 30th June
last are, as I have said, not yet available;
but I do not think there is any ground for
supposing that the business of the Railway
Department has not fallen off congiderably
more than would be juostified by any de-
crease in trade.

Hon. E. H. Harris: The trouble is that
railway freights are too high.

Hon. H. STEWART: That is ene of the
reasens. The railway aaministration as a
whole has come to realise that it is im-
practieable to impose higher rates, hecause
the effect of such a proceeding is merely to
restrict business still further. The whole
financial position is full of diffieulty.
We are now subjected to threc times the
taxation that was imposed in 1911-12,
FEver since T have been a member of this
House T have expressed, and oceasionally
have stressed, what T believe to be the duty
of every man in private life, namely, w
make his revenue and expenditure balanee,
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and T have consistently maintiained that the
sume (doty is equally incumbent on the Gov-
crnment,  During the past few years there
have berm varions opportunitics 1o effcet
economies of a few thousand pounds here
snil there, but the Governments in power
hitve seemingly taken the view that it was
feonly £2,000°7 or ttonly  €3,0007—some-
thing too paliry to save. The Government
should take whatever steps they can 1o instil
confidence into the people. The financial
position is bad, and ealls for eareful adminis-
tration and the strictest ccoremy.  Any-
thing that can be done to reduce the rost of
government ought to he dowe. One step in
that direetion has been the amalgamation of
the State and Federnl Taxation  Depart-
ments,  If the Government will take steps
to redoce the nnmber of members in this
Chamber, or even the number of members
of Parliament as a whole, they will have my
snpport, as thev would have had it for such
a course any time during the past four
years, [ feel it ineumbent upon myself, at
any rate, to afford this Chamber an oppor-
tunity of expressing its opinion as to the
desivableness of giving a lead to the com-
munity in economices, of bringing home to the
citizens of the State the urgent need for the
practice of every cconomy that will not in-
terfere with effieiency, and the imperativa
necessity for securing enterprising and effi-
cient but cconomienl administration. If we
are of thut opinion, let us baek it by de-
claring our readiness to submit to some re-
duction in our Parliamentary allowances,

Hon. .J. CORNELL (South) [5.15]:
Romded up and subdued, Mr, Stewart’s re-
marks come nnder two categories: he has
indulged in a mass of verbiage and a welter
of perplexing figures; and when all is said
amd done he has feft the House just as en-
lightened as it was when he started. He re-
ferred to bad management in the railways,
and to the loss on the railways. FEvery hon.
membuer is well aware of the loss on the rail-
wavs and morveover, of losses in other de-
partments. DBut, heing aware of those faets,
inast members who have dealt with them
have endeavourad to put foarward something
constructive, aml have pointed out that it
was essential that helpfnl snggestions should
be made for the uassistance of these now in
control. Tndirectly, Mr. Stewart has charged
cither the Commissioner of Railways or the
Minister, with incompetence.  His remarks
could he summed ap in oo other way., In a
previous speech | pointed out that the Com-
missioner of Railways had Dbeen appointed
foar a definte perio? with the sanction of both
Houses of Parlinment. At the time of his
appointinent none hut eulogistic references
were made to him and to his enterprise,
ability and energy. Now we are told by the
hon. member—who (il not guestion the Com-
missioner s qualifications at the time of his
appointment—that the Commissioner i3, to
say the least of it, incompetent to fill his
pasition.
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Hon. H. Stewart: The hou, member’s in-
terpretation of my remarks is guite unjusti-
fied. I was talking of the general adminiatra-
tive position of the railways. I cast no re-
fleetion on anybody. I said that the head
was responsible in a general way. I added
my belief that the railway administration re-
quired some ralieal alteration, and 1 re-
minded the House that the Minister himself
had already said this.

Hon. J. CORNELL: [T will leave it at
that. After half an howr’s fulmination,
an{l generalisation of the railway position,
the hon. member has not ade one helpful
suggestion, other than that referring to the
repairing of a panc of glass. T will support
any hon. member who comes forward with
tangible cvidence of incompetence in  any
public servant or official, but T will always
raise my voiec tgainst general charges not
backed np by tangible evidenee  The ob-
ject the hon. member desires to achieve by
his motion is to scat in the minds ofs the
people a restoration of confidenee. T have
repeatedly said that even if hon. members
possegsed the oratory of Demosthenes and
the legic of Aristotle, it would not have the
slightest cffect on members of aunother place
who, after all, control the public purse.
Therefore it is only a waste of time and
energy on the part of those who attempt any-
thing of the sort. What plainer hall-mark
does the hon. member requirc than the man-
date given by the electors in Mareh last? The
position was fully placed before the people
during the clecetions, notwithstanding which
the people restored the Premier to the posi-
tion he had held on the expiration of the
previous Parliament. Not oaly that, but the
party with which Mr, Stewart is associated
now control half the Government majority
and hold an equal share in the government
of the eountry. The people were content to
return the Government, and until sueh time
as the Government have heen given a fair
trial, we must not resist the mandate of the
eloctors. The last point of the hon, mem-
ber’a speech which I will deal with may be
said to contain the kernel of the motion,

Hon. A, II. Panton: T looked for the ker-
nel. Where is it?

Hon, J. CGORNELL: It is a very small
one, It will be found in this elause: *¢fThe
Government should legislate for some re-
duction in the Parliamentary allowances to
impress upon the citizens of the Stnte the
serionsness of the position and the necessity
for their support and co-operation.”’

Hon. A. . Panton: That'’s the kernel, is
it%

Hon, J. CORNELL: T expeeted that the
hon. member who moverd the motiow wouid
launch his battalions on this essentinl point.
But he neglected to do that. He is content
with the pious hope, the fervent wish that it
should net be done, inasmueh as he hias not
even suggested to the Leader of the Tlouse to
what extent we should make a heginning. The
hun, member hrs not even sugrested to the
Minister that he should start with a redne-

their seats and did helieve in it.
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tion of £1 in members’ allowances. Let us
assume for the sake of argumcut that hon,
wentbers with one voice said to the Premier,
““Repcal the last amendment of the Parlia-
mentary Allowances Act and cut off the ex-
tra £100 per annum which was given to mem-
bers of both Houses. '’ What would it
mean? It would mean in the aggregate a
sum of about £7,000 per annum. The ques-
tion of whether our salaries ought to be re-
dueed or inereased should be viewed from this
aspect: mnet whether or not it is a living
wage, but what is a reasonable amount to pay
members of Pavliament for the work they
put in as members. There are two bases of
reasoning from which this question can be
approached, namely, should members he paid
and, if they are to be paid, should they
be paid a reasonable remuneration? Some of
my electors have gone so far as to deelare
that members of Parliament should be paid,
but that hefore heing paid they should under-
g0 an intelligence test and be paid according
to the results.

Hon, A. Tovekin: Some of us would not
he here.
Hon. J. CORNELL: 1 agree with that,

However, there is that aspeet to be considered.
I think hon. members will agree that, speak-
ing from the monetary point of view, there
are members in both Houses who for intelli-
wence and knowledge, stand head and shoul-
ders above their fellows, That has been so
from the beginning and will be so to the end.
But they wilt not subscribe fo the doctrine
that members shoukl he paid on an intelli-
genee basis.  So long as members arc paid,
they should be paid reasonable remuneration.
There was a terrible uproar when the Pre-
mier brought down, and Parliament agreed
to, the Bill to inerease the nllowances of
members of both Houses. ‘Those who sup-
ported it were assailed with the charge that
they were responsible for the civil serviee
strike, and assailed also in a direction swhich
indicated that when the next election eame
aveund they would be members no lenger.

The PRESIDENT: Order! Tt will be
necessary for the House to orvder that the
debate on motions should be continned, if
hon. members so desire.

Resolved: That motions be continued.

Hon. 0, CORNELL: An election has taken
place. T venture to say that if the candidates
are analysed it will be found that as many
who did not believe in the increase of salary
lost their scats as there are those who won
I am per-
fectly satisfied that the public felt that it
was a legitimate inercase warranted by the
cirenmstances. I helieve Mr. Stewart, in
common with other members, has every desire
to see this country prosper and is fully im-
bued with the desire to bring about a change.
Without in any way desiring to be personal
in the matter T think he will have to put up
a better ease this time than he did on the
previous occasion.

On motirn by Hou, J, W, Mickey, debate
adjourned
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Adoption of Children Act Awmendment.
2. Fisheries Act Amendwment.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

BLLL—STATE CHILDREX
AMEXDMIENT.

Second reading.

ACT

Debate resumed from the previous day.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon,
H. P. Colebateh—Uiast) |3.34]: | intend to
support the secomd reading ot this Lill, and
gencrally speaking approve of its provisions.
1 ask Mz, Lovekin if lhe would BLe good
enough to defer the consideration of the wmea-
sure in Committee for n day or two, beeause
theve arc one or two points into which I
should like to have an opportunity of
lockin:.  Speaking as the representative
ot the Government in  this  Chamber T
should like to echo the sentiments which have
fallen from certuin  memhers in regard to
the work which has been performed by the
Children’s Court. T have no doubt that insti-
tution has thoroughly justified its ecxistence,
Tt is doing good work. [ also feel I should be

lacking in my duty if T did not say the Gov-,

ernment fully appreciate the fact that mueh
of the good work that is being done by the
Court is dune to the broad *sympathy and
sound common sense, as well as the praetieal
generosity of the hon. member who is in
charge of the Bill. He has, I am certain,
by the exercise of these eharacter-
istics, alleviated the sufferings of o great
many unfortunate people. There are one or
two points in the Bill to which I should like
to direet the attention of members, so that
they may think over them before reaching the
committee stage. Onc provigion it is intended
to make is to give to all members of the
Children’s Court the right at any time to
enter any institution to which children are
committed. It must be borne in mind that
many of these instifutions ave carried on vol-
wntarily by different religious organisations
at their own expense. So far as T know they
have never raised any particular objection to
inspection, but whether they would think it
was nltogether a fair thing that any one of
the 60 members of the Children’s Court should
he at liberty to visit these institutions is a
question about which I am doubtful.

Hon. A. Lovekin: There are 15 members.

The MINTSTER PFOR EDUCATION :
There are 13 in Perth, 6 in Fremantle, and
40 in different parts of the country.

Hen. J. Wicholson: Unless the institutions
were limited purely to the distriets in which
the Court was particularly adjudienting.

The MINISTER OB EDUCATION: I do
not sce how that could be done. The Child-
ren’s Court in the eountry might be commit-
ting a child to an institution in Perth. At
present the special magistrate of the Court,

[ COUNCTL.)

aml any justices authorised by the Minister,
can visit these institutions, aud the Minister
has suggested that two women justices and
two men should Dhe given power tio
visit any of the institufions at any time
they like. Whether it is wise to cxtend that
power to visit institutions to the whole of the
60 members of the Children’s Court in the
State is a point to whieh I should like mem-
hers to give some consideration. T have no
particularly strong feeling in the matter, hut
I' believe that certain institutions which are
Leing condneted voluntarily do object to any
indiseriminate right being given to members
of the Children’s Court to visit them. They do
not objeet to certain people being nominated
by the Conrt and approved by the Minister,
and in that way given the right to visit. It
was provided in the 1919 Aet that in a case
unader the Bastardy Aet a speeial magistrate
must preside. A rather anomalous position
has arisen hecause in the Poliec Court any two
justives of the pence may conduct these cases.
When the Aet was passed there was no an-
omaly beearse n number of the members of
the Chil'lren’s Conrt were not justices of the
peace. A number of ladies had been ap-
pointed as members of the Children’s Court.
I 9o not know that there was any particular
snomaly in saying that these members of the
Children’s Court who were not justices of the
peace should not lave and excrcise all the
powers that justices of the peace could exer-
cise.  Now, however, an anomaly has heen
ereated beeause these members of the Child-
ren’s Court have been made justiees of the
peace. Tt is rather strange to say that what
two justices of the peace ean o in the Police
Court two justices of the peace cannot do in
the Children’s Court. That is the reason why
it was done, and that is the position this Bill
seeks now to alleviate. The Bill sceks to set
up the position that any of the members of
the Children’s Court who are justices of the
penee

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Did you
say any two justices of the peaec can do this
under the Bill!

The MTNTSTER FOR EDUCATTON: They
can do so without the Bill at all, if they are
sitting in the Police Court.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: T know that.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: Un-
der this Bill, if it is passed, any two members
of the Children’s Court ean deal with these
cases. T would show the reason why they
were not given the power to deal with them
in the past, and the anomalous position was
errated by their being made justices of the
peace, by saying that twe justices outside the
Poliee Court wmay deal with these cases but
two women in the Children’s Court may not
do so.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittencom: Why did
not the Government bring in the Bill?

The MINTISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Government are not bound to bring it in. The
necessity for the Bill was realised chiefly by
those who have to actually earry out the work.
There are matters contained in the Bill of
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which the Government de not approve. The
Bill also provides to repeal the PBast-
ardy laws. T de not sze any parti-
cular harm in it from that point ot
view. In order, however, to make that
effective it is proposed in the Bill to

strike ont the word ‘fStatc’’ before the word
““children’’ in two or three sections of the
State Children Act. That is necessary in order
that all ebildren may be brought under it.
This point arises which iz worth consideration,
Under the Bastardy laws action ean only be
taken against the alleged father of a child
within a eertain period, namely 12 months.
Under the State Children Act such action may
he taken at any time. If this Bill is passed
in its present form it will mean that action
can he taken against the alleged father of a
chiid at any time,

Hon. A. Lovekin: And quite right too.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T do
not say whether that is right or wrong. The
hon. member says it is right; it may be so.
T am sure there is not one of us here but de-
sires that the father of an illegitimaté child
shall not eseape his responsibilities for the
maintenance of such child. Tt is one of the
cardinal prineiples of our laws that no man
who is accused of anything shall be debarred
a satisfactory opportunity to defend himself.
T think it is chiefly for that reason that
not only in regard to this matter but in re-
gard to a great many other matters tle
period has heen set dewn wifhin which the
acensed must be brought to trial.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
months he is frec.

The MINISTER FOR EDUGATION :
There are offences under which in a ease like
that action can be taken. At present in
the ease of a State child, even with this
amending Bill, action could be taken at any
time. 1t really would be possible to evade
the provisions. The mother might be in
such circumstances that she is willing to
maintain the c¢hild for four or five years,
and would not Dbother about taking any
proceedings against the father. During the
interval, however, her citcumstances might
alter and she might desire to make the
father maintain the child. TUnder the
Bastardy laws she would be out of court,
but if she is not able to maintain the child
it ean be brought before the Chilkdren’s
Court and declared a State child. The child
would then be entrusted to the mother by
the Court, and she would be paid a certain
amount for its maintenance. It would be-
come 2 State child then, and a case would
be brought against the father.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The very, reason for
this clause.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION : I
have no strong feelings in the matter. There
is some cause for what the hon. member
proposes to de, but it is enly right that the
House should limow exaetly what is in-
tended.

Tf he absconds for 12

Hon. 1. Nicholson: There is also the view
that many a woman will net move within
the year,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That
is 50, but let us know what we are doing,
[t i3 also proposed to amend Section T of
the State Children Act Amendment Aet,
1919, Section 7 1 think is printed on page
10 of the compilation and is as follows:—

Where the offence charged against a
child does not amount to an indictable
offence, or where the alleged offence ton-
sists of the breach or non-observance of
some by-law, rule, or regulation promul-
gated by virtue of a statute, no summons
shall be issued or served upon sweh child
unless a notice has been first posted to or
served upen sueh c¢hild at its usnal place
of residence and such child has failed to
appear in response fo such notice.

That is an entirely proper provision, the
intention being that o child shall not be
summoned if it can be avoided, It is de-
sired to exhaust every method hefore doing
so. It is now proposed that the principle
shall also apply to the proseceution of
parents for offences under the Education
Aet, that is in the case of parents whe
negleet to send their ehildren to school.
Speaking off hand and without much oppor-
tunity of looking into the matter, I do not
approve of it. The Edueation Departmens
never proseente parents for not sending a
¢kild to sechool until ample notice has been
given and everything has been done to try
to get them to send the child to school. I
do not sce why a parcnt, having negleeted
to obey the motices sent, should not be pro-
ceeded against by way of summons. T do
not like the idea of breaking down any of
the powers of the Education Department in
this respeet when, after repeated nofices,
the parents continue their uneglect. I also
direct the attention of the hon. member in
charga of the Rill to Clause 9 which pro-
poses to amend Bection 46. Tf the principle
ijs sound of increasing the age of the child
from 1§ to 21 the principle should also be
followed in Secction 47.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I have a note of that,
and intend to do it.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
would be better if the words ‘‘factories
and shops and warchouses’’ were left out.
It is a mistake to have these things over-
lapping. The Factories and Shops Act deals
sufficiently with that matter. It is neces-
sary that inspectors of the State Children
Department shonld go into, say, places of
public amusement where children may be
employed in contravention of the Aet, bt
I doubt the wisdom of sending them into
shops and factories, piaces which are con-
trolled by inspectors under the Ifaetories
and Shops Act.

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is only intended to
apply to bovs on probation.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: So
far as the remaining portion of the Bill is
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concerned, T have mo particular objection to
it. 1 support the second.reading.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTEXNOOQM (North)
[5.50]: Tnfortunateiy, T was absent yester-
day when Mr. Lovekin moved the second read-
ing of the Bill, and therefore did not have
the oppottunity ot hearing the hon. member's
arguments, | have, however, carefully read
the report in this morning’s newspaper, anl
it seems to me thal we are introducing Bills
of u legal mature, aml amending Statutes
already passed,  We want to use the ntmost
eare in this respeet. I have uno idea where
Mr. Lovekin had the RBill drafted, vor do 1
know his grounds for bringine it forward.
There is no donht whatever about this famili-
arity with the work breause of his association
with the Children’s Cowrt, but we ghall have
to trust to our friend, Mr. Nicholson, to see
that the legal phrascology in the measure is
correet.  The Bill has not come from another
place and neither has it had the approval of
an Attoiney Gencral, for we ave no Attorney
General at the present time. Tn these eirenm-
stances, we should use the greatest eare to
see that the Bill is correetly drawn. T know
nothing about the methods adopted in con-
ducting the work at the Children's Conrt, and
therefore shall not say anything in that re-
gard, but on reading the reports in the news-
papers from time to time, I have felt that
undue leniency is shown towards many erim-
inally inclined children. T remember the casc
of a lad of 16 or 17 years of age whd was
convicted for the third time, and the only
punishment he reccived was that he was sent
to an industrial sehool. My belief is that
young people should get a far wore impres-
sive punishment than that given te them at
the present time; a good caning ar a good
birching would be much better,

Hon. A. Lovekin: We have no power under
the Aet to do that

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Then,
here is the opportunity. T am quite surc that
a good deal of juvenile fhieving and other
eriminal acts on the part of c¢hildren would
he clieckell if a good birehing were adminis-
tered.

Hon. A. Tovekin: You ean correet them by
hetter mcans than flogpring.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: While
T do net know what those means are, T
hope they will be included in the Bill. T
know from experience how impressive a good
floguing is. Many peaple will say that be-
eausr you give a hoy a thrashing you will
ruin that hoy for life, but it is necessary to
make cxamples of some. liven in billieal
history one had to die for evervbody as an
example. Here, if we do not make examples,
these juveniles will have nothing to fear. It
is like permitting them to go under the First
Offenders Aet, 1 commend 2r. Lovekin for
what he has done in connection with the ehild
movement of the State, but T trust he will
add to the amendments which are already on
the Notice Paper by providing effective

[COUNCIL.}

means to prevent many of these voungsters
carrying on in the way they are doing.

Haon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan—in re-
ply) 15.53]: [ appreciate the remarks which
have fallen from hon. members and the sap-
port of the TLeader of the House. In order
to get rid of the Bastardy Aet, it is neces-
sary to repeal the word ‘“State’’ in ono of
the sections of the State Children Aet, but
where we remove that word we leave merely
“ehild’! and then that will inctude a State
¢hild.  FPhe objeet of the amemdment is to
deal with absconding male parents. Whilst
we may he trying to make these children
State children, the man has gone, and the
State s compelled to foot the bill for the
maintenance of the child.  Another matter
that the Ainister referved to wns that the
Bastardy Act provided that no proccedings
voulil hie taken after 12 months, That is one

of the reasons why the provision in the
State  Children Aet has been left as
it is. There is no reason whatever why a

man if he runs away should become exempt
from deing what he should do, namely, pay
for the maintenance of his children, Ti was
only to-day that my attention was drawn by
the Clerk of the Court to a case where a

man  has been away for four years,
and the mother of his ehild has becn
supported by the State. The man has

now returned to Perth. Under the Bas-
tardy Aet nothing can he done to that man,
but if we allow the provision to remain as it
is in the Bill before ug, the man ean be denlt
with.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Ts that particular child
a State child?

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN:
been on the State.

The Minister for Tdueation:
make it a State child.

Hon. A. LOVERIN: YNo. The
was  bronght under my  natiee  to-day.
The Minister also referred to  Scetion
7 of the amending Act of 1919, and
he drew a distinction between the ecase
of chilldlren and the ease of adults. That
section provides that where a child has to boe
brought before the court instead of a sum-
mons heing served, a notice may be posted. T
am glad to be able to say that in every case
where such a notice has bren seat, the chil-
dren have attended accompanied by their
pavents, There has never been the need to
issue n summons. Members of the court desire
te apply that procedure to parents against
whom action is to be taken under the Fdn-
cation Act. Of course it is often the echild
that is the truant, though under the Edneca-
tion Act the parent is responsible, Scores of
people come before the Children's Conrt from
time to time wanting food, people who are
dependent solely upon the State. Tt is harsh
that summonses should be served and that
these people should be compelled to pay un-
necessary costs.  Kven if it be in the easo
of a wilful offender, why heap up ecosts?
There should not be any desire on the part
of the State, cven though it is in an unfor-

The child has ncver
This  will

Case
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tunate finaneial position, to make a few
shillings ont of the serving of a summons.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Do the parents take
heed of the notices?

Hon. A. LOVERIN: We can only go by
experience.  In all eases where notices have
heon sent by post, the parents and the chil-
dren have attended the court without fail. Tt
is also my belief that poor people against
whom proecedings may be taken under the
Fducation Aect will attend if they reccive
these notices. The next point to whieh 1
desire to draw  attention is the clauwse in
which the Minister suggests the striking
out of the words ‘‘shops and factories.”’
I de wmot know that these words are
neeessary  but  they camnot do any harm
im the section, as it is only the pro-
bation officer—he is the officer who looks
after boys who are on probation—who will
make use of this part of the measure. Tt is,
perhaps, right that the probation officer
should be able to go to the shops and fac-
tories in order to sec the bovs who are em-
ployed there. The officer does not desire to
see  whether they arve working the proper
hours, or whether the belting en the mach-
inery is right, or to investigate such like
matters, but he wants to see what the boys
are doing and how they are getting on in the
particular shops and factories where they are
emplayed. We have a very good man in the
present probation officer, Mr. A, H. Bulley.

Hon. J. A. Greig: How many probation
officers have you employed?

Hon., A. LOVEKIN: Only one. This offi-
cer goes round the billiard saloons and vari-
ous other places at night, and he is doing ex-
cellent work, so much so that two reforma-
tory institutions have been closed and since
Fcbruary last we have been able to reduce
the number of boys on probation from 93
te 32. T'his result is due to the good work
this officer is doing. I am sorry to say, how-
ever, that although he has been in the service
for 14 years, he is still a temporary officer
receiving a salary of 15s. a day. In doing
work such as this officer carries out, it must
neeessarily cost him something in order to
discharge his duties properly, and T am con-
vinced that steps should be taken to have a
permanent probation officer attached to the
court, These are the only points that the
Minister referred to respecting whieh T wish
to ecomment. T wonld say to Sir Edward
Wittenoom, who believes in the doctrine laid
by Solomon of sparing the rod and spoiling
the child, that like Queen Anne, Solomon is
dead and that the methods that might have
applied in those days are not suitable to-day.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: Do not make
any mistnke about that,

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: Had the hon, mem-
ber been here last night he would have heard
the different methods which have been
adopted by those administering the Chil-
Aren’s Court. T am ecertain that better re-
sults have been obtained through those
methods than all the flogging in the world
eould achieve.
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Fon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: Why are of-
fences amongst the youngsters so numerous?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I am giad to say
that the offences are diminishing. There are
more cases in the Children’s Court this year
compared with last year, hut the bulk, in fact
nearly all the increases are due to neglected
chilidven and not to eriminal offences. We
hardly get one criminal offence a week at
the present time and 1 have no doubt that
erime is really diminishing among the chil-
dren.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoein: That is good
News.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.
In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair;
Lovekin in charge of the Bill,

Hon, A,

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—No execeution
default of payment of fine,

or detention in

Progress reported.

BILL—COURTS OF SESSION.
In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 5—agreed to.
Clause 6—Courts of Sesson:

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTBNQOOM: I
was not here yesterday and I wonld be glad
if the Minister would explain to me briefly
what is the real object of making the change
indieated in this new clause.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
real objeet, as I explninved yesterday, is that
the courts of session at the present time are
govertned by an old ordinance dated 1845,
whieh was passed for the purpose of providing
for courts of session at Albany and other
remote Races, In wmany respects this oid
ordinance is altogether inadequate now. It
does not permit of the eonstitution of proper
courts of session in different parts of the

State where they are required. This Bill
is to overeome that difficnlty.
Hon, 8ir Edward Wittenoom: [ take it

from your explanation that if you weve to
establish a court at Marble Bar, it would not
be necessary to go te Rochourne to have a
case tried. The rase would be dealt with at
Aarble Bar.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
eourt of session would be established for the
magisterial distriet, with the resident magis-
trate as chairman. The courts of session
would be for the whole district and not for
one particular place such as Marble Bar. T
do not know what the magisterial districts
are in that part of the country and whether
it includes Port Hedland.

Hon, G. W. MILES: There are magisterinl
distriets at Marble Bar and Port Hedland.
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In the past we have had no court held in
those parts, and people had to go to Roe-
hourne in order to have cases dealt with.
This has resulted in the ends of justice being
defeated because people could not afford to
journey 300 or 400 miles to prosecute people,
and, therefore, action has not heen taken in
suoch cases. Sir Edward Wittenoom raised
the point to ascertain whether a court couid
be held at those centres, thus aveiding the
necessity for litigants going to Rocbourne.
That joint has ecome before different Gov-
crnments during the past 10 years, and if the
difficulty can be overcome by this measure,
that is what we require.

The Minister for MEducation: This would
give the Governor-in-Couneil power to make
the particular divisions veferred to, scssions
divisions. Of course whether that would be
done or not would all depend npon practical
considerations.

(lause put and passed.

Clauses 7 to 34—agreed to.

Clause 35—Amendment of Scction 9 of the
Cireuit Courts Aet, 1597:

Hon. .J. CORNELTL: T doubt the wisdom of
embodying an amendment to another Aet in
this Bill. Tf such amendments are to he
made, they should be made by means of the
introduetion of a Bill for that purpose.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 36, 37—agreed to.

Clause 33—Contempt of Court:

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Can
the Minister tell me whether it is the law of
the country now that juries may bring in
verdiets by majorities, er whether verdicts
must be unanimous?

The Minister for Edueation: In eriminal
cases the verdicts mnst be unanimous, and in
civil cases they must be nnanimous too, unless
the parties concerned agrece to accept a
majority verdict,

Clause put and passed.

Schedoles 1 and 2—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Sitling suspended from 6.15 o 7.30 pan.

BILL—RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT
OF JUDGMENTS,

In Committee.

Bill passed through Commitiee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—LOCAL COURTS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Ednecation in charge of the Bill

[COUNCIL.)

Clause 1—agreed to,
Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 29:

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENOOM: [
would like an explanation of this eclausec.
Nearly all the latitude given by the pro-
posed proviso is cmbodied in the cxisting
Act, and the umendment therefore appears
to be redundant.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
whole guestion lies in the words of the Act
permitting the judgment creditor to be
represented by any elerk or servant or such
other persen ‘‘by special leave.”” Without
the speeial leave, the plaintiff must appear
personally or be represented by counsel, As
a matter of prictice one magistrate is very
loth to give special leave. When a case
reaches the stage that the ereditor has to
show that the debtor has means and there-
fore should be committed to prison for per-
sistent refusal to pay, the case is pretiy
desperate. The creditor has little chance
of recovering anything, and it is considered
unfair to put him to the expense of cmploy-
ing a solicitor to appear for him. A elerk
or some other person should be sufficient to
represent him.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: What does
the solicitor say to that?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
think Mr. Nicholson considers it a reason-

able propesal. At the present time the
magistrate may exercise discretion and
allow some other person to appear. We

propose that the judgment creditor may be
represented by his clerk or servant without
special leave being nccessary.

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: The Aet is
permissive and the amendment compulsory?

The MINISTER IFOX EDUCATION :
That is so.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 to 5 and Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—EVIDENCE ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Seceond Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion from the previous day of the adjourned
debate on the sccond reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sceond time.

Tn Committee, cte.
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.
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BILL—OFFICIAL TRUSTEE.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumpticn
from the previous day of the adjourned
debate on the sgeond reading.

On motion by Hon, JJ. Nicholson debate fur-
ther adjourned.

BILL—FREMANTLE MUNICIPAL TRAM-
WAYS AND ELECTRIC LIGHTING
ACT AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.
Hon, R, J. LYNN (West) [7.48] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This is a very

“short and simple measurc required by the

Fremantle Tramways Trust in order to faeili-

tate their operations. Doubtless many homn.

members are aware that that trust was speci-
ally created by an Act of Parliament. The

Fremontle tramway system, although owned

by the two muaicipalities of Fremantle and

Xast Fremantle, is controlled and managed by

a trust consisting of two represcntatives of

each munieipality, and the Mayor of Freman-

tle ex officio. I had the privilege of being one
of the first members of that trust, and for

15 years I have held a seat on it. During the

period of its existence, the trust has paid in-

terest to the amount of £97,000, and has ere-
ated a depreciation and reserve fund, in actual
cash, of £57,000. Some of this cash, I should
explain, hag been utilised in connection with

a new sub-station, equipped with transform-

ers, which was rendered nceessary by the tak-

ing of power supply from the Perth power
house. No loan was floated for that purpose,
the whole of the cost being met out of the

reserve fond. Tn addition, the trust have a

sinking fund of £45,000 in the State Treasury

and in the Commonwealth Bank. Thus the

Fremantle tyomway system, agaiust a total

flotation of £150,000, to-day has £102,000

in hand. I mention these facts merely to show
what a very suceessful undertaking the system
has proved. When the principal Act was
passed, no provision was made for the trust
to obtain an overdraft. The result has been
that although the bank with which the trust
transaet their business is quite willing to grant
them an overdraft for special purposes, they
unfortunately cannot avail themselves of the
bank’s willingness, becanse legally they have
no right to ineur such a liability. The two
municipalitics eoncerned, and in faet all par-
ties concerned, approve of power being
granted to the trust to borrow on over-
draft to the extent of not more than
£5,000. During the Ilast few months
the nuvecessity for such accommodation
made itself specially felt, because a con-
signment of lighting material arrived unex-
pectedly and the trust had to borrow a sum
of £2.500 from a municipality in order to pay
the duty. All surplus moneys at the end of
the finaneial year, over and above the provi-
sion for interest, sinking fund, and deprecia-
tion, are handed over fo the municipalities
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concerned. Up to date there has been distri-
buted in this way a total of £7,672. That
amount represents surplus moneys over and
above all the varipus provisions rendered ne-
cessatry by the Act, The Bill merely asks that
the trust should have this little stand-by in
the form of an overdraft, und not be incon-
venieneed in a way that a conunercial vader-
taking ought not to he. That i3 the effect
of Clause 2. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitiee, ete,

Bill passed through Committec without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebateh—East) [7.563]: Ia
order to meet the convenience of hon. mem-
bers as far as possible, it may be advisable
that I should intimate now that in view of
the condition of our business paper, and the
improbability of obtaining any important
measures from the Legislative Assembly
during the next three or four days, it is un-
necessary that we should meet next week, Of
course it will be necessary for us to meet to-
morrow in order to deal further with varicus
Bills. I merely throw out the intimation that
in view of the condition of our Notice Paper
it is not my intention to ask hon. members
to meet next week,

Hon. Sir Edward Wittcnoom: A fortnight’s
adjournment woulil be better, There is the
show the week after next,

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: 1 will
talk that over with the hon. member tater. T
move—

That the House do now adjourn.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 7.55 p.m.



